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22/03/2020 Kids News: Australian scientists discover headless chicken monster sea cucumber in Southern Ocean near Antarctica | KidsNews

& KIDSNEWS

Scientists discover ‘headless chicken monster’ in Southern Qcean

October 23, 2018 8:14AM News Corp Australia Network

ANIMALS Reading level: Green

A deep-sca cucumber known as a “headless chicken monster™ has been filmed in the Southern Occan for the
first time using camera technology developed by Australian rescarchers.

The creature was filmed off East Antarctica and it is the first time the species has been seen in the area.

“Some of the tootage* we are getting back from the cameras is breathtaking*, including species we have never
secn in this part of the world,” Australian Antarctic Division Program leader Dirk Welsford said.

The creature, En ypuiastes eximia. has only been seen before in the Gult of Mexico and was captured in the
Southern Ocean by cameras developed by the Australian Antarctic Division.

[Uis known as a “headless chicken monster™ because that’s what it looks like.
Our oceans are home (o an incredible number of amaczing sea creatures

“The housing that protects the camera and clectronies is designed to attach to toothfish longlines* in the
Southern Ocean, so it nceds to be extremely durable*.” Dr Welstord said.

“We needed something that could be thrown from the side of a boat and would continue operating reliably*
under extreme pressure in the pitch black for long periods of time.™

The information collected from the cameras is being presented at the annual Commission for the Conservation
of Antarctic Marine Living Resources meeting starting in Hobart yesterday.

Australia’s commissioner for the meeting will push for a new East Antarctic Marine Protected Area.

“The Southern Ocean is home to an incredible abundance® and variety of marine life, including commercially
sought-after* species, the harvesting of which must be carefully managed for future generations,” commissioner
Gillian Slocum said.

The 10-day Antarcetic conservation meeting will also include proposals on how to respond to climate change.
WHAT IS A SEA CUCUMBER?
Not a vegetable or a truit!

A marine animal with a tough. leathery skin in a group of creatures calted echinoderms, with starfish and sea

urchins.

hittps: i, Kid com.aufanimalssoientists-discover-headless-chicken-monster-in-sauthem-ccean/news-stony 95106 203fe 3dbaa77 11218450, 113

Week 1 English Monday — Headless Chicken Monster
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Week 1 Day 3

English

22/03/2020 Danish plastic blocks by Lego could last 1300 years at sea | KidsNews

S KIDSNEWS

Scientists discover Lego lost at sea could survive 1300 years

AFP and The Sun, March 19, 2020 6:45PM Kids News

ENVIRONMENT Reading level: Civecn

Lego bricks are so tough they could survive in the sea for 1300 years, according to new rescarch,
Scientists analysed blocks, made of a plastic called acrylonitrile-butadicne-styrene, that washed up on the coast
of southwest England after being lost from a container ship that was hit by 4 massive wave during a storm in

1997.

They confirmed the ages of individual pieces, weighed them, then compared them with unused picces from the
1970s and 1980s.

It allowed them to work out the rate at which the plastic was eroding® in the salt water.

The Plymouth University study came to the conclusion the bricks could survive in the sea for anywhere
between 100 and 1300 years.

Dr Andrew Turner, associate professor in environmental sciences, said: “Lego is one of the most popular
children’s toys in history and part of its appeal has always been its durability*.

“It is specifically designed to be played with and handled, so it may not be especially surprising that despite
potentially being in the sea for decades, it isn’t significantly worn down.

“Howecver, the full extent of its durability was cven a surprise to us.”
Dr Turner said the study highlighted the potential impact that some plastics can have on the environment.

Volunteer groups in southwest England have found thousands of bits of Lego and other plastics during regular
beach clean-ups.

LEGO FOR THE FUTURE
Lego hus promised its bricks will be 100 per cent sustainable by 2030.

The acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene most Lego pieces are made from is a petroleum-based* substance.

For now, 2 per cent of its plastic picces. or 80 of the around 3600 construction picces, arc made of a sugarcane-
based polycthylene.

These picces are mostly trees, leaves and bushes in the kits, which do not have to meet the same durability
requirements as bricks, which have to stick together tightly.




It is a technical challenge, as Lego wants to ensure customers do not notice any difference between the old
plastic and any new materials. New pieces must have the same physical properties as the old ones: strength,
colour fastness and sticking power, in order to remain compatible* with older pieces.

Lego vice-president Tim Brooks said Lego is also making cautious advances in the field of recycled plastic.
“Recycled materials is a very interesting area but you need to understand where that material comes from,” Mr
Brooks said.

The company refuses to share its production secrets, but insists it reuses its own plastic waste products in its
production.

Antidia Citores, spokeswoman of the environmental group Surfrider Europe, said replacing one plastic with
another would not reduce emissions.

“Changing one plastic for another is not a revolution, not in terms of pollution or carbon emissions,” she said
FAST FACTS

 Lego is a Danish company based in Billund, western Denmark.

» The name Lego is a contraction in Danish for “Leg Godt” or “Play Well”.
« In 2018 BBC reported that Lego makes 75 billion bricks a year.

« It’s estimated there are about 80 bricks for every person on Earth.
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QUESTIONS ANSWERS

wmmmuxmd-mmmny(;\acoamé

What timewoutld I need to leave home to catch this bus? 9

Which bus should I catch on a Wednesday when
I have to be at school for 8 dclock (A, B C D or E)?

How much earber would [ have to leave home on a Wednesday? 9

If 1 missed the earlier bus, how long would I have to wait for my
next bus and what time would it get me to school?

I've noticed that some buses dor't stop at Appleby Road Would
it be an option to walk 1o a3 different stop? What doyou think? 9

Which stop should I get on and off at? 9

How long will the bus jourmey take me? 9

the bus to school with him, but I'm not sure which bus he gets

My friend, joe gets on the bus at Smith Street. I'd like to atch a
Have you got any idea?

Which bus do you think T should usually Gitch home? _)

Which bus should 1 catch to netball
training on Wednesdays after school?

If training finishes around 430 - which bus would 1 citch home? 9

If training runs late and I dor't get away until Spm, what time
doyou think the next bus would be?

‘\" Transperth




Week 1 Day 5 English

& KIDSNEWS

Bucky, Calamity, Bella, Zippy and Jet are the subjects of an Australian-first
happiness study

Donna Coutts, May 28, 2019 7:00PM Kids News

ANIMALS Reading level: Cirecn

A world-leading scientist is studying dolphins in Australia to find out if they are happy.

Animal behaviour expert Dr Isabella Clegg is in Coffs Harbour, NSW for the Australian-first study into the
welfare* of five dolphins at the Dolphin Marine Conservation Park.

The dolphins’ carers and park owners would like to know whether Bucky. Calamity, Zippy, Bella and Jet would
be happier in their pool or in a sca-pen sanctuary in the nearby harbour.

Zippy. Bella and Jet have never been in the ocean. Bucky and Calamity were both born in the wild bul were

later rescued.
All five dolphins are Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins and are the only dolphins at the marine park.

Dr Clegg will study the dolphins in thetr current home in the tourist park’s pools and the results can then be
compared with [uture studies if the dolphins are moved to sca pens,

Dr Clegg completed a major research project (called a PhD) in 2017 at the University of Paris in France on
dolphin welfare and how to measure animal emotions.

In this study. she will look at the personality of cach of the five dolphins and their behaviour with cach other
and with humans.

It they are moved to sca pens, the dolphins can be studied again to help everyone decide where the dolphins are
happicst. If they arc found to be happier in the pools, they can come back from the sea pens.

“A lot of projects and places want to (create sea pens) because they assume it will be better for the animal’s
welfare.” Dr Clegg told ABC,

“But it's really important to check by doing such a welfare study before and after they move just to ensure* that
they are in a belter situation than before.”

Animal activists — people who work to improve the wellare of animals — have protested in the past about
dolphins being kept in captivity* at Dolphin Marine Conservation Park.

Dr Clegg told ABC that so far, she had seen positive signs of the dolphins™ welfare at (he park and “good social

bonds*™ between the animals.




The marine park announced in March that it will no longer breed dolphins in captivity, making its current
family the last generation in captivity.

The decision means Sea World in Queensland is the last marine park in Australia to continue breeding dolphins
in captivity.

DR CLEGG'’S FIRST STUDY

The three-year research project Dr Clegg carried out at a marine park in France involved watching dolphins in
three different situations: alone in a pool, alone in a pool with toys and playing with a human trainer or carer in
the pool.

The dolphins showed their enthusiasm for playing with humans by actions such as being more active,
swimming around the pool more, spending time at the side of the pool and “spy hopping”. which is peering
abovc the water surface to look in the direction trainers usually come from.

“All dolphins look forward most to interacting with a familiar human,” Dr Clegg told BBC.

Neither the French study nor the Australian study can tell us whether dolphins prefer being in the wild over
being in captivity. but the French study told rescarchers dolphins like interacting with people.

VIDEQ: Dolphins frolicking in the ocean around a surfer at Secret Harbour, Perth, WA

THE DOLPHIN FAMILY

BUCKY: male born around 1970, named after Nambucca, NSW, the place from where he was rescued in 1970.
He and his mother Sandy became stranded on an oyster bed and became badly sunburnt and dehydrated*.
Father to Zippy, Bella and Jet.

CALAMITY: female born around 1981, rescucd from the Tweed River, NSW. in 1992 after becoming tangled
in discarded fishing linc. She was rcleased into the river but was rescued again 18 months later tangled in
fishing linc and plants and badly injurcd. Mother to Bella and Jct.

ZIPPY: malc borm Junc 26, 1988 at Dolphin Marinc Consecrvation Park. Dad is Bucky and mum is another
rescucd dolphin named Buttons. The name Zipper is a play on his mother’s name.

BELLA: female born July 11, 2005 at Dolphin Marine Conservation Park. Dad is Bucky and mum is Calamity.
JET: male born December 3, 2009 at Dolphin Marine Conservation Park. Dad is Bucky and mum is Calamity.
INDO-PACIFIC BOTTLENOSE DOLPHINS

* Also called Indian Occean botticnose dolphins or spotted bottlenose dolphins

 Scientilic name Tursiops aduncus

» Grow to 2.6m long and weigh up to 230kg

« Live around the entire coast of mainland Australia but not around Tasmania

s Also lives close to the coast of India. South China. the east coast of Africa and countries bordering the Red Sea

« Not listed as threatened or endangered

GLOSSARY

« welfare: health and happincss
« ensure: make certain something will happen
+ captivity: opposite to in the wild

» social bonds: rclationships with other animals, including humans
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